
5/22/2020 
 
Dear Juniors and Families,  
 
We hope you are doing well, staying safe, and have been able to get outside and enjoy the 
beautiful weather we are having. With the end of the school year approaching quickly, we are 
writing with some important updates and information. 
 
Guidance Schoology Pages 
 
We have been working to make it easier for you to find all of the resources you need in one 
place. Therefore, we are excited to share that we have created a Schoology course specific to 
each grade level in preparation for the summer and next school year, which you should see 
appear shortly. (Parents, you have access to your child’s Schoology as well; here’s a link to 
instructions if needed.) 
 
Most immediately, in your SHS Guidance - Class of 2021 course, we encourage you to check out 
the series of videos that school counselors have recorded to guide you through pieces of the 
college search and application process that are relevant now and through the summer, including 
the application and essay, recommendations, developing your list, testing, and upcoming 
timelines. Throughout next year, we will add other resources and refer to Schoology when we 
meet individually and through Connections and classroom activities. 
 
College Admission Panel 
 
A virtual College Admission Panel was held with representatives from Hamilton, Syracuse, 
UConn, and Wash U in St. Louis. They offered wonderful perspective and sound advice 
regarding the college search and application process, what colleges look for, and how to manage 
the evolving dynamics due to the coronavirus pandemic. The link to the recording can be found 
in Schoology and on the SHS Guidance website. 
 
College Application and Essay Workshop 
 
In conjunction with The Westport Library, we will be producing a virtual College Application 
and Essay Workshop with representatives from BU and Trinity. We will share the recording 
afterward, along with detailed guides for completing the Common App and Coalition App 
written by our school counselors. Stay tuned... 
 
Teacher Recommendations 
 
If you are planning to apply to college next year, by now you should have asked one or two 
teachers for letters of recommendation. Be sure to ask your recommending teachers what 
information they need from you. Your teacher may ask you to fill out the Teacher 
Recommendation Questionnaire from the guidance website or they may have their own form. 

https://www.westportps.org/parents/parent-tech-faq#howschoology
https://www.westportps.org/parents/parent-tech-faq#howschoology
http://shs.westportps.org/departments/guidance/presentations-and-power-points
http://shs.westportps.org/uploaded/site_files/shs/guidance/teacher_recommendation_questionnaire_2018-19.doc
http://shs.westportps.org/uploaded/site_files/shs/guidance/teacher_recommendation_questionnaire_2018-19.doc


One of these forms should be provided to each teacher writing you a recommendation before the 
end of this school year. 
 
The Reference Form for Counselor Recommendation is also available for you to distribute to 
coaches, club advisors, supervisors of community service, employers, or teachers other than 
those already writing a college recommendation letter. 
 
Standardized Testing 
 
Things continue to be very fluid in this regard, so keep up with the College Board and ACT for 
the most updated information, along with trusted resources such as Summit and Compass. We 
know that the SAT will be offered on an additional date in the fall (September 26), with the 
possibility of other dates being explored, and we are thrilled to see more and more colleges - 
including UConn! - going test-optional (see FairTest). 
 
Considering an alternative to college? 
 
Great! Be sure to talk with your counselor so that we can help support you with your plans. 
 
Continue to stay informed… 
 
It is important that you check your email (including spam) on a daily basis. In addition to 
messages from teachers, information will be shared regularly from Staples and the colleges 
you’re considering. Parents/guardians should read the PTA Weekly Planner each Tuesday 
morning, follow us on social media (  stapleshighschool_counseling,  SHS_Counseling1), 
and view updates on the SHS Guidance website as well. Refer back to this message sent 
previously for tips with your online college research, and take advantage of our updated, 
comprehensive 2020-21 Guide to Post-High School Planning and College Applications.  
 
If you have yet to hold a junior post-high school planning meeting, contact your school counselor 
to schedule an appointment for a video conference before the end of the school year. Please 
reach out to us if you have any other questions or concerns as well. We are here for you! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
SHS Guidance Department  
 
http://shs.westportps.org/departments/guidance 
 
Follow us: 

 stapleshighschool_counseling 
 SHS_Counseling1 
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