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Dear Seniors and Families, 
  
We hope this message finds you all well and that you’re successfully managing your distance 
learning so far. We understand that with the significant disruption across our country in so many 
facets, you are likely feeling a range of emotions about the close of your Staples career and 
planning your next steps. Please know that as your school counselors, we continue to support 
you and would like to offer the following up-to-date information and resources to approach this 
unique situation. 
  
Communication 
 

● It is extremely important that you check your email (including spam) on a daily basis. 
Important information will be shared regularly from Staples and the colleges you’re 
considering.  

● Be sure to read the admission letters you receive in their entirety to understand all 
aspects of your decisions and any necessary follow-up. 

● Update Naviance with each of your admission decisions and the college you plan to 
attend once known.  

● If you are offered a spot at a college that you know you won’t attend, the right thing to 
do is to let that college know as swiftly as possible. Follow any directions provided by 
the college to withdraw your application. If no directions were given, email the general 
admissions address stating: your name, your date of birth, and “Thank you for your 
offer of acceptance, but I have decided to attend another institution." 

 
Making Your Decision 
  
With college campuses closed and admission events canceled, take advantage of other ways to 
evaluate your top-choice colleges from the new perspective of an accepted student. Here are 
some tips: 
 

● Check your email, snail mail, college websites, accepted student portals, and social 
media accounts for updates and information about virtual admission opportunities. 

● Explore majors and classes you are interested in pursuing. Contact professors or 
department representatives for more information. 

● Read college newspapers and alumni newsletters online. 
● Dig into colleges’ social media accounts, particularly ones that aren’t operated by the 

admission office, to see what’s on students’ minds and learn about the culture on 
campus and organizations you may be interested in joining. 

● Connect with current students. The Guidance Department keeps a database of contact 
information for recent Staples graduates; let us know if we can help with putting you in 
touch with someone. 

● Take virtual campus tours using Google Images, YouniversityTV, and YouVisit. 
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● Go to Unigo, Induck, and CampusReel for student commentary, behind-the-scenes 
student videos, and campus life ratings (take what you see and hear with a grain of salt, 
but look for trends). 

● Review notes from campus visits or other experiences. Talk with knowledgeable 
people you trust (your school counselor would love nothing more!), and acknowledge 
that under the circumstances you may just have to trust your instinct when it comes to 
making your final choice. 

● Read this excellent Forbes post for additional suggestions from esteemed college 
counselor, Brennan Bernard: The COVID College Choice: How to Pick a College 
During a Global Pandemic. 

● The National Association for College Admission Counseling has created documents 
with college-specific information on spring admissions events and the status of 
admission offices at colleges across the country. 

 
Financial Aid  
  
Financial aid packages consist of various types of aid including grants, loans, and work study, 
and colleges may present your award differently in the offers that you receive. To assist you with 
determining the actual costs of attendance and comparing financial aid packages, use these tools 
from College Covered and College Board. For additional assistance on an individual basis, 
students should email Ms. Zeigler, College and Career Center Coordinator.  
  
Remember that financial aid is based on “prior-prior year.” If your financial circumstances have 
changed substantially since 2018, reach out to your college financial aid offices as soon as 
possible. Although individual colleges’ policies vary, explaining your situation could lead to a 
better aid package.  
  
Waitlists 
  
While it is possible that waitlists will be drawn from more heavily this year than in the past, it 
could happen later due to all of the uncertainty and extended deposit deadlines. (College 
admission expert Eric Hoover has a terrific Chronicle of Higher Education piece on this.) If you 
have a strong interest in a college for which you have been put on the waitlist, we suggest that 
you do the following: 
 

● Follow the specific directions given by the college. For example, a college may 
provide a link to a website, have a checkbox in their portal, or request a return card in 
the mail. 

● Send an email (to the Staples representative if possible) indicating that you are still 
interested in attending the college, highlighting for the admission office anything new. 
For example, if you receive good third quarter grades, you can self-report them. 

● Deposit at one of your other colleges if you do not receive a decision from your 
waitlisted college prior to May 1 (or the extended deadline). Most colleges will not 
move to their waitlist until after May 1 and often into the summer. 
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● Our most important advice is to push the waitlist college to the back of your mind and 
focus on colleges to which you were admitted. 

 
Deposit Deadlines 
  
Students have traditionally had until May 1 to choose the college they wish to attend and submit 
an enrollment deposit. In the wake of COVID-19 closures, however, some colleges have 
extended this deadline to June 1 or beyond. Check the websites of your top-choice colleges for 
the latest information.  
  
#ItWorksOut 
  
Georgia Tech admission dean Rick Clark offers great advice and humor in his recent blog post, It 
Works Out, that we urge you to read. Remember seniors: (1) you are not alone (2) re-routes and 
the things we do not get teach valuable lessons and (3) the real decision belongs to you.  
  
Our heartfelt congratulations to all of our seniors on navigating the post-high school process. We 
know this isn't the senior spring you had imagined. School counselors encourage you to continue 
to work hard, stay positive, and engage in distance learning to the best of your ability. We remain 
available and welcome the opportunity to further support you in your final decision-making for 
next year.  
  
Sincerely, 
  
SHS Guidance Department 
  
http://shs.westportps.org/departments/guidance 
  
Follow us: 

 stapleshighschool_counseling 
 SHS_Counseling1 
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